A Creative Toolkit for Libraries

Imaginative
Spaces
The Spark Arts for Children working in partnership with Libraries since 2008

Imaginative Spaces - transforming Libraries
In 2014, The Spark launched Imaginative Spaces in partnership with Leicester Library
Services, supported using public funding by Arts Council England. Imaginative Spaces
is a year-long initiative which places Artists in residence within a library to support
storytelling as a medium to promote reading for pleasure and language development.
Professional artists work together with librarians and staff to re-imagine the library
spaces and create a cultural hub which invites the whole community to bring stories
to life, enhancing the Library offer and transforming the space into a hive of book-based
arts activity. An incredibly successful first year paved the way to an exciting second
year. By early 2016, four Leicester Libraries will have hosted over 5,000 hours of intergenerational arts participation and performance work which engaged and developed
up to 20,000 local readers, writers, story makers/tellers and audience members.

“Really positive feedback from local residents and workers about the huge range
of activities and events our Artist in Residence has made happen - we have
always believed in the power of creativity to re-generate the community.”
Angie Wright - Chief Officer, B-Inspired, Braunstone Community

"I've heard that in this library, if you read a story, it comes true..."
First words spoken by a girl entering the library

Creative Development & Training
As a result of our partnership work with Library Services, The Spark have developed
a package of full or half day Training and Consultation for Librarians. These sessions
explore and embed some of the tried and tested cultural activities within your Library,
transforming your space into a cultural hub of story based arts participation.
Half Day includes:
•

•

How to create instant story making activities for families and school visits
Word Wednesday, The Night the Books Came to Life, Story Bag and
Non-Fiction Challenge
An insight into hosting professional performances and working with
local arts organisations

Full Day includes all of the above plus:
•

Hosting group activity such as multi-sensory toddler time, reading aloud
for children (engaging reluctant readers), adult writing groups, local history
societies, knitters/crafters etc

•

Bespoke consultation to explore opportunities for cultural participation
within your library, engaging all ages of your local community

•

How to create events and programme professional performance

•

Where to find volunteers and local artists and how they can enhance your offer

•

Using social media to expand your reach

Prices £350 for half day / £500 full day (plus travel) - Maximum attendees 20
Spreading the cost - one Library could host whilst several Libraries attend
For a more detailed breakdown of the day call 0116 261 6893
or visit the website www.thesparkarts.co.uk
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Bespoke Commissions
Since 2013, The Spark Arts have worked with Leicester and Nottinghamshire Library
Services to create 4 bespoke new writing commissions that:
•

Enable Libraries to extend their offer through active engagement and
participation in live performance work.

•

Create high quality professional performances for Libraries.

•

Maximise the role of the library as a focal point for extended cultural
learning and activity.

•

Create a framework for ongoing partnership work between libraries
and arts organisations.

95%
98%

of audiences agreed that such performances enhance their library’s
offer to the local community
of schools and parents said that these performances have encouraged
their children to become more active members of their local library

All four plays have been created in collaboration with, and are performed for, younger
audiences, schools and families.
Tree Child for ages 7 - 11 (2013)
The First WWI play for schools – Years 5, 6 and 7 (2014)
The Petal & The Wire for everyone over 12 years (2014)
A Boy and a Bear in a Boat for ages 5 - 9 (2015)

Contact The Spark for a conversation on how to book these performances into your
Library (subject to availability). Call 0116 261 6893 or email: admin@thesparkarts.co.uk

Some Key Statistics
Across the year ONE artist in residence in ONE Library
delivered an additional -

54

27
18
5

4,282

school visits from 9 local Primaries

performances of professional theatre
(2 touring productions and 2 bespoke new writing commissions)

hours of Open Mic Nights where 15 families were regular performers

community performances and launched a self-sustaining Youth
Theatre with 30 regular members

extra children, young people, adults and elders as participants /
audiences (90% of which attended more than 1 event / activity)

“Having an Artist in Residence has enhanced the work between
Schools and Libraries in a manner that I could not have contemplated
or achieved. This in turn has increased the membership of the Library.”
Tracey Inchley, Senior Librarian at The BRITE Centre

Young People said
I feel: Awesome | Amazing | Creative | Excellent | Good | Positive |
I like myself | I came up with great ideas

The Spark Arts for Children exists to enable children to enjoy the opportunities for
discovery offered by the arts as audiences, learners and as creators of their own art.
A registered charity which has worked with over 200,000 children and families since
2003, it runs The Spark Festival, one of the largest children’s arts festivals in the UK,
alongside a host of other creative arts projects.
The Spark Arts for Children has been working in partnership with Library Services
since 2008, creating performance opportunities, participatory arts programmes and
Artists in Residencies within local libraries. In addition The Spark has developed
bespoke commissions of professional performance work which toured to libraries
across The East Midlands and beyond.

“The Spark created an exciting and engaging performance in Tree Child,
which helped the library service to demonstrate the impact that great
books and stories can make on young people’s motivation around literacy.
Leicester Libraries’ partnership with Spark is developing through each
project adding considerably to the quality and impact of work undertaken.
It has led to measurable improvements for our reader development aims.”
Adrian Wills, Head of Libraries and Information Services, Leicester City Council

Contact Us
If you would like to know more about The Spark Arts work
in libraries please contact admin@thesparkarts.co.uk
Visit www.thesparkarts.co.uk

follow us on Facebook at Facebook/SparkArtsFestival
on Twitter @thesparkarts

Special thanks to Leicester Library Service.

