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Preparing for a Performance
We want you and your children to gain as much as possible from this event and have produced these additional notes to help teachers prepare for the performance and follow up after it’s over. 

1. Setting the scene for a live performance

Children will enjoy and concentrate better during the performance if they have some preparation.  Talk with them about theatre; ask about their own experiences of live theatre, introducing vocabulary that will help them describe what a performance is – eg. actor, company, audience, director, puppet, plot, costumes, props, lighting, sound, music, stage, comedy, drama, applause. If they are seeing a music performance you might like to discuss what instruments they will see, the different sounds they make and tell them about the style of the music. 
It’s especially important to talk about their role as audience: in live performance, the audience and the actors are listening and reacting to each other all the time. The better the audience, the better the actors – and vice versa!

If they are seeing a play it’s a good idea to introduce the story to children before the show you can: 

· Introduce the main characters: who are they, what is their role/quest in the story? 

· Introduce the setting or scene: if the children were the directors, how would they create the setting? 

· Give them some ‘challenging’ things to watch out for:  how the actors make you believe you’ve travelled across land, sea and sky? How do they adapt their voices to the different characters? What kind of music or sounds do they use in the story? 

2. On the day of performance

The children will be excited when they come into the hall for the performance, and should be given time to settle down in their sitting positions and relax before the show begins. 

What makes a good audience? A good audience: 
· Actively listens and watches
· Responds:  the actors need the children to respond freely to what they are seeing, and will be able to control that response through their performance. It is quite natural and acceptable for children to talk softly amongst themselves - this is an active form of engagement and is not disruptive. It is not necessary to “Shhh!” children when they are doing this.  Loud talking or disruptive behaviour is of course, not permissible, and teachers will recognise this and intervene as necessary. 

· Applauds at the end!  Actors like to know that the audience has enjoyed the show, and will be happy to talk to the children afterwards.

3. After the performance

Tell us about it! We really appreciate you completing the feedback email for us, which will be sent shortly after the performance. We’d also love to know what curriculum connections you have made from seeing the production.  And we love to get the children’s drawings or reviews, which we will share with the visiting companies.

The performance you have booked can also provide an excellent stimulus for further work across the curriculum and also can contribute to Arts Award Discover and Explore. 
Please email Hazel Townsend  hazel@thesparkarts.co.uk for more information.
We hope you enjoy your visit from The Spark!

